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Kathleen Mossman Vitale interviews and films a woman in Santiago Atitlan, Guatemala, for a documen
tary about the declining use of the headdress among Tz utujil-speaking Maya.

Peace Corps
experience
shaped their
entire lives

The Peace Corps celebrated 50
years of service earlier this month.
Since President John F. Kennedy
signed the executive order creating
the Peace Corps on March 1, 1961,
more than 200,000 mostly young
Americans have gone off as Peace
Corps volunteers to live in rural,
poor cities and villages in 139 coun
tries on every continent but
Antarctica. They have undertaken
training to work in a variety of pro
grams, from teaching English to
building wells to beekeeping. In
2011, the Peace Corps has 8,675 vol-
unteers serving in 77 countries.

— Editor

By Kathleen Mossman Vitale

e were recently married in

1963 when we applied for

the Peace Corps

I had graduated from the

University of California,
Berkeley, and worked at the uni-
versity. Paul had finished his
master’s there and worked for the
San Francisco Planning
Department

Once accepted, we flew to New
York City to be sworn in by
Sargent Shriver on Nov. 22, 1963,
but the ceremony was abruptly
canceled because of President
Kennedy's assassination. We
were sent to Puerto Rico for
Outward Bound training (rock
climbing, rappelling, drown
proofing with hands and feet
tied) and to learn the art of cook-
ing and eating snails and taught
endless Spanish.
Classes in history, culture,

In 1965, Paul
and Kathleen
Vitale pose with
Peace Corps vol
unteer Robert
Agro (right) along:
side a snakeskin
Agro returned
with after a trip
to the Amazon.
Behind them is a
housing project
in Quito, Ecuador.

Photos courtesy of
Kathleen Mossman
Vitale

coastal city of
Guayaquil. We
worked on recre
ation and health
programs and
taught English. In
addition, I taught
at the Fine Arts
School and Paul
worked with the
city’s planning
office. We then
transferred to
Quito, in the
mountains, where
we lived and
worked in a self-
help housing proj
ect, assisting resi
dents to petition
their government
for a school, clin
ic, paved streets
and street light-
ing. I also helped
artists export
their work and
wrote copious

more Spanish
and athletic
challenges fol
lowed at the
University of
Denver.

We were also
asked to kill,
gut, cook and
eat a chicken in
front of a psy
chologist

Training fin
ished with two
weeks of com

2

munity develop-  Kathleen and Paul during a ]ql;tlcleshhorx’ne on
ment work in visit to South Dakota in 2010. ¢ In the Peace
San Antonio, Corps

Texas The Peace

Our first assignment in Corps was young then. Volunteers
Ecuador was in the steamy B See PC, Page 2C
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